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On April 12, 2024, the Great Redwood Trail Agency (“GRTA”) filed an Application for 

Adverse Abandonment (“Adverse Application”) pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10903(d) and 49 

C.F.R. Section 1152.22.  GRTA, a common carrier subject to the jurisdiction of the Board, seeks 

adverse abandonment of a line of railroad owned by Mendocino Railway (“MRY”) known as the 

Mendocino Line.  MRY is a freight common carrier railroad subject to the jurisdiction of the 

Board.  The rail line segment that GRTA seeks to have abandoned is the Mendocino Line, a line 

of railroad subject to the Board’s jurisdiction. 

On June 17, 2024, MRY filed its Protest and Comments, opposing Adverse Application.  

ASLRRA is filing this letter in support of MRY’s position that the Board dismiss the Adverse 

Application.  This support is based on the basic premise that GRTA simply did not meet its 

burden of proof in the balancing test that governs an abandonment established by the STB (and 
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its predecessor, the ICC), whether the present or future public convenience and necessity permit 

the proposed abandonment. 

 

ASLRRA’S INTEREST IN THIS PROCEEDING 

  

The American Short Line and Regional Railroad Association (“ASLRRA”) is a national 

trade association representing the interests of approximately 600 short line and regional railroad 

members in legislative and regulatory matters.  Short lines operate 47,500 miles of track in the 

United States, or approximately 29% of the national freight network, touching in origin or 

destination one out of every five cars moving on the national railroad system, serving customers 

who otherwise would be cut off from the national railroad network.  Both in legislative matters 

before Congress and in regulatory and legal proceedings before the Board, other federal 

agencies, and the courts, ASLRRA advocates for enlightened public policies which promote a 

strong regional and short line rail component for the national transportation infrastructure. 

 

COMMENT 

 

The ASLRRA strongly believes that adverse abandonment requests such as the one 

now before the Board present a serious threat to the long-term viability of the national freight 

rail system.  They particularly threaten short lines for whom these seemingly small and 

insignificant pieces of rail line are much more critical to their economic and operational 

viability than to vast and powerful Class I national railroads.  If approved, adverse 

abandonments like this one will slowly but surely chip away small chunks and pieces of the 

national rail infrastructure to the detriment of future generations of shippers whose rail 

transportation needs, though unimagined today, must nevertheless be protected today if they are 
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to be accommodated in the future.  Taken alone, small adverse abandonment requests may 

seem insignificant, but like drops of water they can collectively marginalize the national rail 

infrastructure and cause short line businesses to disappear entirely, even though the necessity of 

a strong rail system for the future becomes clearer every day. 

Short line railroads, such as MRY and other members of ASLRRA, are locally based 

and have the knowledge of the local economy and the flexibility to develop rail opportunities 

that may have not been imaginable in the past.  Indeed, in buying low-density rail lines from 

Class I railroads, they rely on these abilities to grow and succeed.  Thus, so long as MRY is 

making good faith reasonable efforts to develop rail uses for the line, it should be given the 

opportunity to preserve rail service opportunities. 

Further, in an adverse abandonment proceeding, the applicant has the burden of proof 

that the opposing railroad has no likelihood of success in preserving the line for rail service.  

MRY has presented evidence and argument showing that the present and future public need for 

service on the Mendocino Line.  Moreover, it has shown there is a reasonable expectation that 

will extend into the future.  The evidence submitted by MRY also shows that shippers have 

committed to moving their freight from truck to rail.  This is bolstered by the fact that MRY has 

obtained a RRIF grant to restore a section of the Mendocino Line, which when restored will 

permit the full restoration of freight and passenger service on the line.   

 

CONCLUSION 

 

For these and the other evidence adduced by MRY in this matter, ASLRRA submits that 

the STB should dismiss the GRTA Adverse Application.  ASLRRA appreciates the opportunity 

to present its views on this important issue. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Sarah G. Yurasko 
General Counsel 
American Short Line and Regional Railroad  
   Association 
50 F Street NW, Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
 
June 17, 2024 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Comments was served on the following persons by 
U.S. or electronic mail this date: 
 
 
Crystal Zorbaugh 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
czorbaugh@bakerandmiller.com 
 
Tisha Jones 
24 Mamie Laiwa Drive 
Point Arena, CA 95468 
lisa.elgin@yahoo.com 
 
Danelle Storm Rosati 
87 Selby lane 
Atherton, CA 94062 
storm@storm1.com 
 
Carlos Suarez 
430 G St., #4164 
Davis, CA 95616-4164 
 
William A. Mullins 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers San Francisco District 
450 Golden Gate Ave. 
Rm 6556 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Angela James Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
500b Pinoleville Drive 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
angelaj@pinoleville-nsn.gov 
 
Bruce Silvey 
PO Box 7164 
Eureka, CA 95502 
brucesilvey@humtrails.org 
 
 

mailto:czorbaugh@bakerandmiller.com
mailto:lisa.elgin@yahoo.com
mailto:storm@storm1.com
mailto:wmullins@mullinslawgroup.net
mailto:angelaj@pinoleville-nsn.gov
mailto:brucesilvey@humtrails.org
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David Schonbrunn 
P.O. Box 151439 
San Rafael, CA 94915 
David@Schonbrunn.org 
 
Salvador Rosales 
2251 South State Street 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
 
Michael Pechner 
c/o Michael Pechner 
914 Marietta Court 
Fairfield, CA 94534 
weather@sonic.net 
 
Julianne Polanco 
1725 23rd Street 
Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Arcata Fish And Wildlife Office 
1655 Heindon Road 
Arcata, CA 95521-4573 
 
U.S. EPA, Region 9 Region 9 (Pacific Southwest) 
75 Hawthorne St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer California State Parks Office of Historic 
Preservation 
l 725-23rd St 
Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov 
 
Daniel Elliott 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street NW, Suite 620 
Washington, DC 20007 
delliott@gkglaw.com 
 
Catherine Julie Golden 
P.O. Box 340 
Hopland, CA 95449 
United States 
julie@goldenvineyards.com 
 

mailto:David@Schonbrunn.org
mailto:weather@sonic.net
mailto:calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov
mailto:delliott@gkglaw.com
mailto:julie@goldenvineyards.com
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Debra Ramirez 
Redwood Valley, CA 95470 
United States 
 
Shawn Davis 
1005 Parallel Drive 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
shawn.davis@sv-nsn.gov 
 
Mary Norris 
300 Cahto Drive 
Laytonville, CA 95454 
 
Devon Frazier 
2025 S. Gordon Cooper Dr. 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
dfrazier@astribe.com 
 
Eddie Knight 
601 North State St 
Redwood Valley, CA 95470-0039 
 
Patricia Hermosillo 
555 South Cloverdale Boulevard 
Cloverdale, CA 95425 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Pacific Southwest 
2800 Cottage Way 
Room W-2605 
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846 
 
Anthony Madrigal Sr. 
52701 Highway 371 
Anza, CA 92539 
anthonymad2002@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

June 17, 2024 
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